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Congressman Christopher Shays to Hold February 10 Hearing on
“Public Diplomacy in the Middle East”

(Washington, DC) -- Congressman Christopher Shays (R-CT), Chairman of
the Subcommittee on National Security, Emerging Threats, and International
Relations, will convene an oversight hearing to examine U.S. government efforts
to conduct public diplomacy in the Middle East.

Public diplomacy — cultural, educational and broadcast information
programs to foreign audiences — is an important tool in the war against terrorism.
But U. S public diplomacy has often been criticized as one-sided and tone deaf to
regional and cultural sensitivities. This hearing will examine the effectiveness of
current efforts to convince Middle East populations the war on terrorism is not a
war in Islam.

The February 10, 2004 hearing will convene at 2:00 pm in room 2154 of the
Rayburn Building in Washington, D.C.



“Public Diplomacy in the Middle East”
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